


• • j ( - ' • • ' ' •

I

'

I i.j
. if'1 Hri

I

CONGRESS.;
HOUSE or R K P H K S I - . N T A T . I Y E S .

Monday, Nov. 14.
The fol lowing gcn t l e rm n nre sip-

pointed on the di l f iToiu cnmnf'rtiqi'8 on
the 8ubje£\3 complied in t h e ' P t v ; i -
flent's mi ssage :

-- 3
ill

On the. subject of cur relaticjis with
foreign powers, Missis. G. \V. C • i m p -
bell, Nicholas, Mumford , F i n k , Ch.im-
pion, J. Montgomery,' Bacon, Tay-
lor, and Porter.

On the subject, of fortifications,
Messrs. Blount, Burwcll; Cook,
Qoldsjaorough, Hiker, J..K. Smith , and
Troup.

On the-r*d>ject of our military and
naval establishments, Messrs.- Nelson ,
Dawson, Tallmadge, Howard, Storer,
Butler, and Shaw.

On the subjei.' of reviling and im-
proving the miliiia t-i/slfin, Messrs.-
Macon, Clay, Find Icy, Durell , Cults,
Sturges, and Johnson.

On I lie subject cf th.e • (Jispisiliin of
the surplussag'i: oft/if revenue, to inter-
nal improvement*, &Y. Messrs. Kan-
dolpb, Quincy, Brown, K i rkpa t r i ck ;
Lambert, Sawer, and Desh;:.
EXECUTIO'N A N D K V A S I O N

OF THK E M B A R G O LAWS. !;.
Mr. Elliot's resolution .calling for

information on these '--subjects, ' wufi
taken up and agreed to, without op-
position.

SEAMEN.
On motion oj ,??lr. Newton, the,

House came to the fol lowing resoluti-
on :

Resolved, That the commit tee on so
much of the message of ihe President
of the U. StaceJvHSjxTates to the mil i-
tary and naval ef tabl idiments , be in-
flrutted to enquire into the expediency
of author is ing t4ve—President of the -U.
States to employ such addit ional num-
ber of seamen, not exceeding ,- . as
in his opinion the public seivice may
require, and that the committee have
leave to report by bill or otherwise.

Mr. Burweli, from the commit tee
appointed to wait on the President
w i t h the resolution requefting him to
lay before the House copies of c e r t a i n
o r d e r s a n d' d e <". r e e s, & c. re po r t e d : t h a t
they biuTper tor rued the duty assign ifd
them, and had received for answer

, that the President would cause the
., papers called for to be laid before the

H</use as .soon as possible.
On motion of Mr. Bacon, a resoluti-

on was adopted, • inftructing the cum-, '
—mittce of Poll-Offices and Pod-Roads

to enquire into ilv; propriety o.f-provid-
~Tng for the transportation by mail, i'ree

ofexpence, of'tk;c ,dp.cm;nents accom-
panying th<- .message of the President
of the United States.

E M B A R G O . " -
Mr. Muml'nrd offered the following

Resolution :
Resolved, That the net laying, a n '

embargo" on alljhe flvips and vessels in
the portR'nnd harbors of the 'Uni ted
States, and the several acts -supple-
mentary thereto, be_ rcpealvid, so far
as to allow the (hips and'vtssels of the
U. States t o d e p aft-w-i th th e i r c a i goes
for those countr ies not subji-di to the
decrees of France, or those subject to
the. Br i t i fh .orders in council.

Mr; "Mu in ford observed, that his
^-.object-was,-simply, to enqu i r e into

the propriety of opening our trade with
those countries not subject to the or-
ders and decrees of England and
France, viz. Spain and her, colonies
in the F,ad arid Weft Indies, including
Buenos Ayres; Portugal and her co-
lonies in the Ead and Weft Indies,
inc lud ing the Brazils ; China and the
native ports in India j Russia ; Den-
mark ; Sweden and her island at "St.
Bartholomew's in the Weft I n d i e s ;
the coaft of BarhaTy; anjdxhe island of
Haytu-

The resolution was referred to the
committee of ' the whole, to whom se-
veral resolutions on the same subject

„ have been referred, without opposi-
tion.

On motion of.Mr.-Blackledge, the
House came to the following resolu-
tion :

•Mr. Chiller,^:?* Rcssltttion. .
This resolution, together w i t h seve-

ral others, referred to a committee of
the whole, hav ing been made the or-
der of this day, the 'Speaker Hated the
c i r cnn idance .

Mr. Chi t tenden said, in conse-
quence of a w i l l ) expressed by several
gentlemen, that the subject l l iould not
be discussed tn-d.n', be would wave
the ca l l ing it up.

Se\''T<d p e t i t i o n s and resolutions on
' the subjec t of pod-roads, ami several
petitions of a pr ivate 'nature , were pre-
sented and referred.

Mr. Smilie observed, that since it
was determined that the House were
not prepared to go into a diocussioivto-
dav . as many committees had been
appointed , he moved an adjourn-
ment , to give tlrem t ime lo meet.
Curried.

Tuesday, November 15.'
Mr. Sawyer begged .eave to add

one more; resolution to nose already
before the House on the <jubje6t of the
etftbnrgbt

" Resolved^ That it is rxpeclient for
tbe Uni ted States to open a commu-
nicat ion "and trade wi th the Wed-In-
dies generally."

The resolution was referred to the
committee of the w'nole to whom se-
veral resolutions ou the same subject
have been referred.

Wednesday i Nov. 16^
Mr. M^Creery presented the peti-

tion of thirty-six American citizens
confined at Carthr.gena, in Sputh-

a, under sentence ol slavery.
The petition is 'dated .from the vaults
of St. Clara, Carthagcna, Sept. Hi,
1808. The petitioners Mate that they
were hrouglt t from New York in a fVa-
' lu lc iu manner, in the wmed Ibip Le-
auler , Thomas I^ewis commander,
oii . the2d of February, 18O6, together
with rnany-other citizens ; they detail
the suflY.rings they hr.Ve undergone.;
and (late that thev feel confident,' from

<• '

the juftriess of thei r claun to the inter-
ference and protection of the cotvlHtu-
tcd a'utborities ol their ' coun t ry , t ha t

, J •

measures .will be *idoj>ud to rellore
them to I tbertv.

This petition \vns referred to a com-
mittee consilling ol five members.

Mr. Chittenden called tor the order
the d"R\f-c»n his resol utEoif^on the t'ul^

message which relates to our or
relations,, be inl l ructed to enquire i™
the expediency of excluding hy ,„ '
fro,?,th, ports, harhnrs, „»„! wafer, ,J
he U. b. all armed ihips and vcss,l

belongin to any of the

jeet cf the embargo.
Mr. SmiVie thought, from ttie com-

mencement ol tbis business, they had
taken an irregular couxse. "In his - t i p i - '
rrion all the resolutions' o'n th is euhiecl»j

have been referred to the com-
•on tha t pnrt of the message 6.1

the President oi'the U.S. r^J.uimg t < >
foreign rehriorisTAnd~to~get at "ih'i.s
object he moved to.disc'iar^e the coin-

That the committee of
Commerce and Manufactures be in-
flrutted to enquire into the expedien- '
cy of authorising the President of the
U. • States to employ an add i t iona l

mhtee of"the whole from the consider-
ation of those resolutions.

The Speaue-r informed Mr. Smilie
that tbe motion could not be received
while another was pending.

On tlv.: quellien to take . vtp the 'or-
der of ihu day it was negatived.-—
Aves'.31.

'Mr. Cook said he could not discern
any disposition in -the House to submit
.to the', orders and decrees of Britain
and France, and as.''the resolutions
which Iv.uUiccn offered did not precise-
ly meet hiti ideas, hu had begged leave
to submit another:

Resolved, That the aft laying an
embargo qn all fhips-and.vessels in the
ports and-harbors of the U. S. and the
several->acls-supplementary there to , be
repealed, so far as to pe'rmit the vessels
of the IT.'S. to depart \vi th thei r car-
goes for those countries not subject to
the decrees of France, nor the orders
of tbe Brit i lh council ; and

That the citizens o.f the. U. S. be au-
thorised by law to arm and equip their
. merchant vessels foTTnFpTTrpose of de-
fending them againft French and Bri-
tilh cruisers, .who :may moled or at-
tack them when bound to any port or
place not-a&uiilly invefted'or blockaded.

-On the sugs-eftion of Mr- Elliot, the
Speaker observed that the firil clause of
the resolution had been moved by Mr.
Mumford , an'd was already before 'the
House.

The second clause was then referred
to the same committee to whom reso-
lutions on the same subjeiSt have been
referred.

of the date of Massr.rhusctts, signed by I Mr. M. then-read his rcsolm'
between 4 and M)OO persons, praying .: fo l low: "°ns a,
for a repeal of the embargo laws. Resoloctt, That the committr

One ol the- peti t ions ( f rom Newbu- pointed on that part of the Prt«5l T
ryport) was read. » , ! ; „ , .

[In this peti t ion the .following sen-
t e n c e was twice read, by desire of one
of the members :

" 1'onr memorialist,?; 'would further1

represent to yonr honor(ible body that
they have witnessed with gr^at surprise'
and alarm, a systematic attempt among
the enf'nlies of the people to excite a be-
lief'that our tuition has it in its power
only H choice of ev i l s : that an embargo,
ot; war with Great nr'itain /.v our only
ai'ernative ; an opinion which appears
to your memor'nilists wholly devoid of
foundation. Whatever injustice the U.&.
.may have sust<utnd from that power,
we cannot perceive that a war with her
w'ould be either necessary or just, whilst
she evinces on her part a disposition for
an am/cable scttti'mcnt oj nil sn/'jects of
controversy; and espi'dally, w/ien we
I'.'t'if her axjilmost al:>ne maintaining a
coittf.' f, on tji'f'succt'iijifttljxftiie ofwlnck
depend the rights and libert'ils of the
r.ivilised wor /</."]

These p e t i t i o n s were all referred,
w i t h o u t opposi t ion, to the commi t tee
to. whom se\\ial resolut ions on the
same subject h.'ive been referred.

I'o/•('.-•':ff; Delation v.
Mr. Macon said a l read; 'i.id- many

fesobi.tio.ns been submit ted ti; the con-
sidi ' rat ionoi t he H'huaB on the sut^ecT"
of our for i - ign i ^;1atiutis, andx the em-
bargo ; potr.e fur a total and some, for
a pai t ial r e p ' - a - \ » l it. As none of the,
mot ions Vvid me t h i s ' . e n t i r e approba-
tion, r.ncl ns be iv»:»idei ed th is as one
~df~the moll important quc'diohs that
could come betove the House, he v.'ilh-
ed-to ' take-a course. d i f l V r e n t from that
which b a i l been given to the.Lothers on
tbe same subjc.ct.

I have beei. a'ftoh'.flied (said' Mr.
M.) to see so many resolutions on the
'subject of t h p embargo, "arnl^ruMie con-
templa t ing its entir t- contihuancVO1. Is
the Amer ican na t ion n.".iriy to bow. the
nee]-. ? Are we reudv to submi t to be
taxed by Cireat Britain and France as
if we were trn-ir colonies? Where is
that s j ) i r i t wh ich enforced a simple re-
solution of the old Congress, not then
binding upon the people,, as a law from
bea'\ en ? Is it .extir.cv f IH. i t lod/o t l i i s

"nat-von? H]7s "th~lovTe"of gain K.UpJF-
ceded eve ry r.th'rr motiv.e in the breu'Vs
of.American?-? Shall tbe nv;i
vern, or"lhall a . few wi Iced and
dnned men drive tliis na t ion
ground it has taker , ? l> it COIIT.' to' this,
that a 1 tw condi tu! i ( ; 'T . \Uy en'ath d,
even a f t - r a formal-de-'cisum.in f a v o r oi
its cpnffKtttib.nXil.ity, cannot -be enfor-
ed ? SbT>ll"Ihe; nation give way (TTTITT1

( A p p o s i t i o n of.'a few, , and those, the mod
prof l igate part o f - t l i e community.? I
think' the (land we took lad year was a
proper one ; and I am for taking every
measure for enabling the na t ion to
main ta in it. Ju l t as our measure is
beginning to nj; 'rate, j u f t as provisions
are becoming scarce in the Wed Indies
and elsewhere;,"' no twi ths tanding the

fro.m

go-
'aban-

the

powers, hav ing in force orders or tic
cr.-es violating the lawful commerce J
the U. S. as a- nat ion.

Resolved, That the same rornmi tu

be ihl lructc.-d to enquire in to ,the exp(.
d iency of prohib i t ing by'law' the ad!
mission into tbe ports, harbors anthva'.
ters of the U. S. any ' (h ip or vessel C
longing to or coming from any place id
the possession of any of the above m,.|,,
tioned powers and also the1 importation
of airy goods, wares and .merchant!!?;
the growth, produce and 'mannfactj . ;
of the domin ions of any of the sail
powers.

Resolved, That the same committee
be indriu' . ted to - i -nqui re i n t o the txpe.
diency ol amend ing the act. l ay ing an
embargo and the. several acts'supple,
mental and addi t ional thereto.

On the subject of the f i r l t of thrsc re-
solutions (said fv l r . M.) it nuglu be
proper to i n t e r d i c t the i n t r a n t e "of all
armed vesru-ls, a l though I have con-
fined the in te rd ic t ion to the—bellige.
rents. A certain t i m e might be fixed
at which the . second fhould go into
operation.

I have thought-proper,, sir, to bring
forward ail these resolut ions together
to ihew my own opin ion on w\\ujought-
to be dune. ' It is time lor thusc\vho
t h i n k the embargo a lawful anii \iro-
per measure lo come forward and de-
clare it. No other persc^i having'as
yet thought proper to do it, I have now
done it. I bel ieve the embargo .was
r igh t ; that it was right to pass laws to
enforce i t ; and beli.e_\ ing thisyl feel no;
hes i ta t ion in avowing it. Time hail
b'Vn w h r - n the impres smen t of our sea-
meri'was cr ied oui againd by a large

-major i ty of Congress,.' Now the cry
is t h a t we w i l l not let them go ancTbe
takeri. N e i t h e r of the two_£rer, t po\v-
er.s1 of F.urci))i: have fliewn the lead dis-
position to relax their measures ; nei-
t h e r I hope (hall we. , I believe we
have but th ree alternatives—war, r;«.

~bargo, or -suinnission. ''Trtc-l^iit 1 dis«.
: cani ;—'bis .nat ion never wi l l s u b m i t ;
nor are there : iuany people \p \t \hit
\y_o_uld. That out of the quedion, tficn,
the only qued ion is, whe ther in lat
present date of the wor ld , the embarga
or war is_t!ie bed for us. Arm your
merchan tmen , as has been proposed, j'
send them out, and you have \v;»r di-
rectly. I I wi: a re"to have war, I ihould
Yatherhaye it opelTly, aj)d let the na-
lion know t'lVitt we niean it. I am lor
the embargo yet. T am told flourii

JVom 30 to 50 dollars a barrel in th'.
Wed Indies j I am also told that wl
is 14 (hi l l ings fterlinga bUlhel in Kn;- j
land, 'i 'his mud have an effect, it 'IK*

-evasions of ovir law, we arc called up-
on to repeal it. I
irfade t h i s motion at

Thursday, Nov. 17.
Mr. Live'rmore said he held in his

number of revenue .cutters ; and that hand several pumion* from inhabitants
they report by bill-or otherwise, a j

(bouId not have1

this t ime, had il
not been for t'Tejietitinn j u l t jiresented.
When I (land bere, sir, chsjrged. 'by a
part of the corr.iriunity with being one
of "the e'nernies of. the.'people1 ' n_ot-
wi thf landing I am wil l ing to commi t
the petition, treatiiKj; i t . w i t h that n-.s-
pect which I conceive to be -due from
us to the .prayer of any por t ion of the
people," I with my-sen t iments on t h i s
subject to-be seen.

A proclamation has been issued by
one of the bt l l i^ 'n-nts since tbe pas-
sage of our embargo law; sir. "1, '̂ok
at it. What says it? Clearance or no
clearance, we will receive any neutral
vessel into our ports ; a n d , in speak-
ing of neutrals, refiollefil that there is
no nation in the civilised world~that has
a claim to tbe t i t le , except ourselves.
This proclamation then -tells our citi-
zens " Evade the laws of your,country,
and w'TTwill receive mid protedl you."
This is the plain K n g l i H i o f i t .

If the mad powers of Europe had
entered into compact to injure us as
much as they coujkl, they could not
have taken a' more direct course to it.
I consider them both alike, and the
measures I would take would place
them both on the same tooting. I
have made my resolutions as general
as possible, to give all lat i tude to the
commiitee.

hf red to, through Spain and Portui"
France,'"if ibe carries her armies :V
that country, cannot support thf in .— .
Nor can Spain supiwrt-bcrown armies,T
and at the same t ime those that G. Bi'i-
t;uh sen;'.s .there ; for when- v;tr is
waged, almod all agr icu l ture isdt'flroy^
ed ; and it-pp.ly'requires firmness in usj
to force them both by this measure tc]
acknowledge ouf r igh i s . -If lam
taken in.-nvy opinion, I wU*Yi that r
sure to be adopted which may
.maintain our r i g h t s and ihcJepfendfeiKM

The l i r d - a n d se.-ond resohition» °^
fered b V ' M r . Macon were agreed w
wi thout :> division. The third VJ!

ordered to" lie on','the table, -Ays 78._
Mr. Chittendai'.'i tfcsolitticn.

Mr. C h i t t e n d e n cul led for the oriiff
of the day on the resolut ion sulMiiit""
bv h im for repealing the envbargo.

' Mr. Quincy called fo,r the Yeas a«J
Nays.on the motion to go into com-
mittee of the whole on the subject-

The queflion was then taken; *nl

negat ived, Yeas 5(5 — Nays 58. „
So it was decided that the hoi-"1"""

not on this day t a k e up the subjeCl,.

SENATE OF THE U. STATE*-

Nov. 14.
The Senate" took Into consider?^']

.' . .• motions, severally made by-
White, I\Ir. Xlqyd, and Mr. R;
as heretofore dated, and agreed to t ' J
same. It will be recollected that
motion of .Mr. White calls lor the

i i W

epositorv.
»-
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S I R — U A V I N C - ; lanl before the Pre-
sident \ o n r letter of the 23d of J 'ebru-
ai v, expla in ing the character of cer-
tain Br i t i l h orders of counci l issued in

• .-November lad, I proceed to communi -
cate the observations and representa-
t ions wh'n'h will mar . i fe l t to your go-
verumen! the s en t imen t of the

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2,

dent on s ) d ' -ep a v i o l a t i o n oi the com-
merce and rights o} the U. States.

These, ordrrs i n t e r d i c t to m - u l r a l na-
tions or r a the r , to ihe Ujiil'ed Slates
now ihe only < o m m c r c i a l nat ion in a
da te of neu t ra l i ty , all commerce with
the enemies of (i. Br i ta in , .now nearly
the whole commercial world, with cer-
t a i n exceptions only, a n d . u n d e r cer-
tain regulations, but too ev iden t ly .f:i-

timcs, in peace as well as in war, to-
wards her fr iends as well as her ene-
nm:s.x/Her f l a t u t e book ~ presents a
thousand illudrati.ons. .

It is, only, therefore, under the
other aspect of, the decree, .that it can
have violated neut ra l rights ; 'and this
would have resulted, from its execu-
tion on the high seas, "whether on the
pretext of a nominal blockade, or with
a" view to enforce, a dnmell ic-regulat ion
againd foreign vessels, not wi thin the
domedic precincts , but under thesau-
thority and protection of the law of
nations.

Had then the French decree been
executed on the h igh seas againd—the
commerce of the United States with
( i r e a t Bri tain, , and have: the United
States acquiesced in the unlawful and
injurious proceeding ?

I date, sir, on undeniable authori-
ty that the firil indance in which that
decree-was put in force againd the
neutral ' r ights of the United fi;ates,
was that oi liic Horizon, an American
(hip bound from Great Br i ta in to Lima,

Viom.'d to the c o m m e r c i a l , t h c ' n i a n u - j, wrecked within the territorial j u r i sd i c
faf l u r i n g and the fiscal pr.lic,y of Great | tion of France but condemned u-nde'IV
BrnVm; and>on: that account, the
mo'v derogatory from the- honor and.
inu-'pciulcnce of n r i u r a l natlotTsT"

'I he orders are tbe morf c a k u l a t c d
to e irite surprise - i n the U. St.n s as
they have disregarded the rSmoridFan-
ct-.s i .Dnvfye.d in my let ter oi life 20,h
and ~':')th March , 1SO7, aga ind ano-
ther or !er of counci l i - - . ; - n - - i l on'a- sim.i-
lat plea, in the month of J a n u a n , 1 tiOT.

«T"o those j u d re innp .Hi ar.ci's,". no an-
swer was indeed ever g iven ; ' \ vh i id the
ord:-r. haJxibet-n cnnt ' i iuiefl in i;s p e r n i t i -

an exposit ion of the decree
er

ex tend ing
to the high seas i t s operation againd
neu t ra l s . • This j ud i c i a l dec is ion took
place as late as t iv- 1 htn- d~a\—of Oito^"
jiejl, 1 807, and was not o f l i c i a l ly known
t" 'be min id i ' r pl! 'r,i 'poTcnii,ir\ of th'J

LIn i i . i ' c l Slates at Pans, t i l l some t ime
in N i ' V i - i n b r r . At t h e < i a t < ih'.c'r.e£pr.e

; of the t i r i t o rd r r oi .dreat i i r i l a i t i , - no
i n j u r y ' w ' b a t e v e r h'a:l j : - . : i n r l c K K ' to hr r ,

; thi'crrigh an ap 'grL-ss ion un the r.om:iu n e
j-O'f~the Uiv i tec i Stales.- N - > ; • > . - - i i i u p -

to be forgotten tha t previous to the Bri-
tilb orders of November , it had .been
explici t ly communicated to the B r i t i d i
government by the American min ide r
at London, that explanations uncotitra- '
diel'.-d b\ .my over t a el. had been gi.ven
to our i n i n l d e r at Paris, which jud i l ies
a reliance that the French decree would
not be put in force againd the U. States,
and that the communicat ion was re-
peated to the Britilh government im-
mediately on the publication of those
orders.

What more could have been required
on the par t of the U. States to obviate
rv.Udiations.of any sort on the part of G.
Britain ? Retaliat ions are measures of

ON'K H A L F I N A H V A N C K .

alolie it belongs to resent or disregard
"it. . .

Bring the case before us to this plain
and equ i t ab l e ted. The French de-
cree of November, 18T)G, undertook to
declare , the B l i L i f h isles in a (late of,
blockade, to bcjeriforced if you please
againd the neutral commerce of the
Uni ted States on the high seas, accord-
ing to the faculty possessed for the pur-
pose. As far as it was actually en-
forced, or an ellecl resulted from an
apprehension that it could and would
be enforced, it .was. an i n j u r y to Great
B r i t a i n , for which let it be supposed
the United Sta tes ' were answerable.—
On the other hand, as far as it was not. . i,,, V • - " •.!•*. un.ci i i ,uj ' i , as iar as u was not

rigor m,all cases. - Where they are to enforced, and evidently either foould
operate through a third and involuntary not or could not be enforced/no injury
party, .they HH never be hadily resort- Was experienced by Great-Britain and
ed to by a magnanimous or a ju f t pow- ! no remedy could lie againil the United
er j^vhjch will always allow to the third ^States. 'Now, sir, it.never was pre-
party its right to diseases the merits of tended that at the date of the firft Bri-

tifh orde.r issin:d m January, 1807, any
injury had accrued to, or was appre-
hendcyi by Great Britain from an exe-
cution of the French decree againft the
commerce of the United Siates, on.the
theatre 61 their neutral rights. So far

Yljpm it, that the order (lands sulfcon-
demped as a measure of relaliationrby

^x.]ire^ij|y (lating that—thu—fleots—&f-
France and her allies, indead of being

_able to enforce the blockade of the Bri-
t id i isles, werVthemselves-confined to
their own ports Ijy'the entire supcriori-

t ion evv.i had'jt.-'.;n s"f l i i : ieM-i i ly n u . h o r -
ous opera t io i^r igaind the l a w f u l <.om- j.. ized tha t the express dTpulaticm. i r r t h e
iner t c - n f t l i e I* . States, and " w e . ' n o w • ; truati. of F rance -wi th the United .States
fi i id atliL.-d to i t oiliers, i nd i t L i t i n j . v d i l l ] would hot., exempt the i r
m.ire ru inous deoredat i i ns, wi thout |
even the a i d i i i ' i n i>l any new p'retext-ji!
and w h i n m o r i - d v i - r i t is notorious, ;

th it the order of J a n u a r y wis of a na-
ture greatly to overbalance, in its tflects
any i n j u r i e s to ( J r e a t l i r i t a in that could
be a 'pprehended I rom tl ie i l legal

commence at
lead Irom any edic.t inconipatible- wi th
them. A-t the dale even of the latter
orders,"of Nov. 1.1", i t appears that-.the
onlv aggrrssion whi'ch h 'nr l thm

was-prett\--cen.iii)ly u n k n o w n to

tion of t i i e I'Vench decree on whifth-t-he
orders was to.ret:di:Ufj, had that decree

red
th e B r J l i i i i - gGt\-ernrnent, and could
therefore have had.nojhruv hi ')rouuc-

retaliation." .
To this fact, that the ( l i i p Horizon

in its illeg-tldp'. 'ri i t jon been actual ly ap- . was the l i r l l tha t occurred of-an -execu-
pl i fd to the U..' States, ;.nd been .u-c=-r~rio.n.of the French decree on th
quicbced in b ' ' tin: m. high

'! seas,. I am able to add, that as late as
The lad orders, l ike that of January , ' the 30th of November, no other case
oceed on the mod unsubfUmtial (bun- had been brought into the French courtproce<

datioo. They assume lor fact an ac-
quiescence of the United States- in an
un lawfu l applicat ion to thtm of the
French decree: 'and th.ey_ assume'for a
principle that the right "of retal iat ion
accru ing to one bolbgi-rcnt "againd a

trfprizcs. From accounts which have
lately ajjp.ea.rcd, it is more than" proba-
ble tha t , un iawi ul captures by fFrench
criii/,e-rs have since taken place, but it
remams,,to be known whether they are
t«j be referred, to the conc.urrence:of the, .

neutra l , through whom an injury is French government in the judgement
. do"e-bv- another' bell igerent , is not to pronounced in the case qf ' thc l iorixon,

have for its measure that of the injury or not rather to a French decree of the
rectivecl, but may be exercised in any
extent, and und«r— any modifications,
which may suit the pleasure or the poli-

— cy-o£fhe complaining party.-
The fact, sir, is unequivocally dis-

owned. It is hot truty.that the. United
States have acquiesced in an illegal

"operation of the. French decree : nor
is it even true that at the date of the
B r i i i f h orders of Nov. 11, a .single ap-
plication of- that decree to the com-
merce'of the United States on the high
Reas 'can - b e presumed to have been
known to the. Britilh government.
, The ' F r e n c h decree in quedion has
two r l i d i n c t aspects, one clearly- im-
pnr t ing an in tended operation wi thin
the te r i ' i ior ia l l imi t s as a local law, the
ether apparently impor t ing an intended
opi rat ion on the h igh seas.

Under the firft aspect, the decree,
however o the rwise objectionable, " 'cafc-
not be said to Ii.ive violated the neu-
trality oi the L T . Slate1-. Ii ihe govern-
it i i f powers on the cont inent of Europe

.choose to exc lude from their ports Bri-
t i lh prnp..-r'.\" or Br i t i lb productions,

ITth December luft professing to be a
rctiiliation of the J3ritiib orders ofNo-
vember_l l .

I Hate wilh equal confidence, that .it

cr neu t i : . ! vessel proutf.eding from

in violat ions of the i r neutra l r igh t s in-
jurious toG. Britain, or any other be l l i -
gerent nation. - ' S o far 'were thev. ino — ' ---- - 1 — ; i. . *

p a r t i c u l a r , from a rC i j t i i e s c ing m ' the
I''rench decree -of November 1 80(>, that
the moment it was brfpwri, to the i r mini-
fler ar'Pa'ris, he called for -ex i i l ana t io 'Ms-
cif its meah.ing to the 'U. States, which
were favorable, and uncontradicted by
the operation -of the clncrei- ; that he
fteadil\ f watched over the proceedings
under it, wi th a readiness to interpose
againft any un lawfu l extension of them
to the commerce of the U; States ; that
no t ime was loft, after the decree came
to the knowledge of the ,government
here, in giving him proper in(lruc"tions
on the subj'ect i t ha t he was equally
prompt, on receiving the decision of
the court in the case o( the Horizon, in
presenting to the French -government a
remondrauce in terms which can never
be censured for a defect of energy ; and

'
i • • . . . . , d • « \ \-w wi tiid JiV t ''I'll

" i t . I, i M n t s , i. is an acloi sovereign- ! that 'by the firil opportuni ty after that .
' which the Uni ted States have no decision reached the nr^irl^ t^ r,,,ty

r ight to cont rover t .
is,

'] he same sove-
\ L>. B i i t a i n itt ull

decision re.ached the president the par-
t icu lar i n f t ruc t ions required by it were
forwarded to that mimUcr. Nur it it

party iTs right i ^-— ..—..— --
the case, and will never^ermit itself to
enforce i.ts measures, without afford-
ing a reasonable t ime for the use of rea-
sonable means for subd i tu t i ng another
remedy. What would be the situation
of neut ra l powers,' if-the fu;d blow le->
veiled through them by one belligerent
.againd another , was to leave them ho
clioice. but between the jrctaIUuing ven-

".g'eance ofTJie^latt'cr and an "ilTllant de-
ciai avion of war ag'-'-ind the former?
1-veusi jn ri-v-oiis againd th is as the sole

.al t i rn?.t ive. The U. States 'could no , t,,tn y w u puns uy.nie enure supenorir
mure be .bnund to evaiie the Br-i t i fh or-, j . t y of the Bri t i fh navy : converting thus,
dcrs b\ an i m m e d i a t e war wi th France, | by the f l rancfcf t of reasonings, the s.e-
• ' - - - - - - l '- r . 1 clinty of Great Britain againd injury

from the French decree, into a- title to
commit injury on a neutral/party. In.
the November orders also, whilft it is
admitted that the Fpench decree could
not be Jjut' imperfectly, executed for
want of mea/is', ic is asserted that the
intention of the French decree, and
not,the injury accruing from its ope-
ration through the commerce of the
United Suites, is trm. scale by which
the retal iat ing injury againil them is to
be measured.

• Such .are the pretexts and such the
principles on which one great branch of
the lawful commerce, of this country
be ca m^-u-w cti m-to th e (ir ft-B-ri tilh-or «-
der, and on which the la ft orders are
now s\vee,ping from the ocean all its
mod valuable remains. .

Againd such an unprecedented sys-
te"m of, warfare on neutral rights and
national independence, the common
feelings of mankind mud forever pro-
ted.

1 touch, sir, with reluctance the
quedion on w h i c h , of the belligerent
sides the invasion oflncutnd rights had

fj _.- , ._. its origin. As-trie U. S. do .not ac-
ture from-the-rule can find no apology. qiuc_5_ce in these invasions by either,

What then i.s the extent of the inju- there could be no plea for involving
r-vn,.r;,.,^-nri K... f.r^t n,.:^-.« c. .them into the controversy. _J*uJ^as_the

B r i t i f b orders have made ihe decree of
F'ranc.e, declaring, con t ra iy to the law
of nations, the Bri tHh islands in a date
of blockade, thc-iivvmcdiate foundation
of . t he i r dedructive warfare on our
commerce, it belongs to the subject Jo

ry it into dl< c!, againf.l the rights and remind your government of the'i!legal
obligations of a neutra l n a t i t > n , and .interruptions!.and -spol iat ions -suO'en-d,

j thence againd the intereds of another previous to that decree, by the neutral
• be l l igerent , could afford no pretext to commerce of the United States under

the la t ter lo re ta l ia te at the expcnce of the proceedings of Britifli cruisers and
the" neiitral. 'I he declaration - h i i g h t caurts, and for the mod port in conse- •

.quence of express orders of the govern-
ment i tself . Omitting proof's of infe-
rior note, I referjto the i x tensiye ag-
2Tej>sions otrthe trade of the United
Suites,.founded on the pica of block-
ifd'.-:., nevi r lcgai|v cd . i l d i i l i ed aec ord-
ing to l ecogn i / rd d e f i n i t i o n s ; to the
-flVtl—mrrrr-cxtcnsiv'c \ i n l n t i n n s fif . .our
ccMUin.Tce w i th por ts oi l i e r ene.mics,
not .pretended to i)t.' i ' » :' da te of block-
ad.; ; a u d i o t i n - B r i t i l h order of coun-
i'il i s - . i i e f l near the commencement of,
t .u e: : ;M :i.;; war. This order, besides

,iis g i ieral i n t e r p o l a t i o n aga ind the
e l t . i b h / h e d law of nal ion-. '

t han they were bound to atone for the
b u r n i n . i ; of the -French (h ip of war on
the f b o r c of Nurth Carolina, by ani
in imtd ia te resort to arms againd €*:
l ir i tain. .

W,!,h r.-sp.-.ct'to the- principle assu-
ined i-,y the B r i t i f h Orders^it is perfect-
ly ch-str thut it could no't juflVfy them in
tlie extent given to their operational the
f.;cts, .erroneously a s sun i fd could-have
been f u l l v sudained. .

RetnfraTJTJn i.s a specifu: or equiva-
j lent r e tu rn of injury lor injury -receiv-

ed ; and where it is to "operate thrpuglv
th<- intert 'd of a" third party having no

] vi i luntfai -y part icipat ion in the injury '-re-
1 .(..'.civ^d, tlie_r.eiurn o light as already-ob-

served, tQ be inflicted, with the;, mod
forbearing hand.

T h i s is the language of common
sense and the cleared i ( | i i i t y . As ihe '
right to retail : i t-- results merely from
the wrong, suffered, it cannot in the
nature of-tbings extend buybjid the. ex-
tent of the suffering. There may often
be a difficulty in applying this rule with
exactness, and a reasonable la t i tude
may be allowable on that considerat ion.
But a manifed aiwl-extravayant depar-

ry experienced by Cireat Britain from
tlie measure oi hcrenemies as far -as the

, - , , , . - operat ion o f those measures throuirh
po t ime have the U. btat^^me^d . the U.S. can render them in any se^e

} responsible i1

<\ me/v declaration by a belligerent,
w i thou t tiu: i i i r en t ion or me-ans to car-

give, jul l oflencevto the neulral , but it
would belong- to' him alone to dvcide
on the course prescribed by the respect
he owed to himself. No'ival damage
having accrued to the belligerent, 110 in-
demni ty could accrue.

For the. same reason, a dedurni ion
of a belligerent whic l^ ' fu t -U-k-uown to-
be e i ther not in a s i t ua t ion , <„• n«7r to
intend, to carry but par t ia l . lv in to exe-
cu t ion againd a .neutra l , to the i n j u r y -
i i i another bel l ig .n-ent , could n e v e r - : v e '
mor-e-tbao. a r ighi to a cam;mensuroT<-
icdr-ss againd the n e u t r a l . All i e -
iNain i i ig .u .nexecutL-d and evidenlh r.-i t
t o - b e ( ; ; e d u T f d , 'is merely o ikh- i i , - ,
ffflrHSir no i n j u r y u. a n v , M I , ! - - - . t h -
i» ti.iv." Ui.rqxrv.1 tu liit- n^ ..t, .i, tv „ u l ; i '

. is ( h l l u i -
fi'tt 'lh.-d b) a b p e i i a l i ng red ien t violat-
M;;; rb^ii i aw as recognised by the course

CCfnlirilHt&OlinSri/t hut-e. )
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